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author. With the acute perception of the trained builder, Mr. Bone has been 
prowling in the dark rooms of old Edinburgh, back in the wynds, up the dark 
stairs of many lands now given over to the poor but holding still in their shabby 
estate the remnant of the ornament which once was decoration for earl and 
parliament man and fine lady of the court. He has written in intimate detail a 
most agreeable record of much that few who live all their days in Edinburgh 
have ever seen. William Churchill. 

ANTHROPOLOGY 

Ancient Hunters, and their modern Representatives. By W. J. 

Sollas. xvi and 416 pp. Maps, ills., index. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., London, 
1911. $4. 9 x fi. 

Studies in prehistoric anthropology have been accelerated, during the last 
few years, by the discovery of a number of skeletal remains of man. This book 
is an account of these findings which have modified the theory of the antiquity 
of the human race. The story is presented in a vivid way with the aid of an 
ingenious comparison of the ancient dwellers of the earth with their modern 
representatives. The real discussion opens with a chapter on the extinct Tas- 
manians which the author asserts were a Paleolithic or even an earlier race, 
although they lived recently. The Lower Paleolithic conditions include the 
Mesvinian, Strepyan, Chellan and the Acheulean stages of culture and a brief 
description of these introduces the readers to the most ancient hunters. 

The record of the Mousterians of the Mid-paleolithic is more complete. The 
story is told of the Australian aborigines, "the Mousterians of the Antipodes." 
"If, as we have supposed, the Tasmanians were driven out of Australia by a 
Paleolithic race, now represented by the Australians, it is evident that the two 
most divergent sub-divisions of the human family, that is, the Cymotrichi 
(wavy haired) and the Ulotrichi (twisted haired) were already in existence 
at a very early date." In the treatment of the Upper Paleolithic, the Aurig- 
nacian stage is described by citing the history of many stations in Europe. The 
introduction of the art of expression by pictures forms an interesting phase of 
this age. The modern representatives of the Aurignacians are the Bushmen. 
The Magdalenian man, the next m order, seems to have been the ancient 
representative of the Eskimo, a dweller on a tundra which bordered a cold 
ocean, and the comparison between these two races so far apart as to time and 
so near as to accomplishments and customs is a fascinating study. Introductory 
to all this history the author describes the Great Ice Age; and the division of 
time into eight ages, four glacial which mark the advances of the ice and four 
genial which mark its retreats, provides him with a chronological scale to which 
the events of the early history are referred. The chronology is attempted in 
the last chapter. The author admits no positive evidence of the existence of 
man preceding the Pleistocene. The book contains many illustrations and is a 
very instructive survey of prehistorical archaeology. Robert M. Brown. 

Kulturelemente der Menschheit. Anfange und Urformen der materiellen 
Kultur. Von Dr. Karl Weule. 94 pp. Ills. Kosmos Gesellschaft der 
Naturfreunde. Franckh'sche Verlagshandlung, Stuttgart, 1910. Mk. 1.80. 
Z'A x 5- 

Within such narrow compass this little volume can pretend to no higher 
estate than that of a primer introductory to the great and rapidly growing 
science of the comprehension of primitive man. But as primer it is interesting 
to set it in comparison with a series of similar primers in English now appear- 
ing under high university sanction. Of this series it has been said that each 
primer is so accurate and at the same time so condensed as to be quite beyond 
the powers of any but the leaders of the science. This German primer, on the 
other hand, in common with at least ten others produced under the sanction of 
the Kosmos Society of Stuttgart, is essentially narrative. The purpose of each, 
in strong contradistinction from the English model of the science primer, is 
expressly to present an interesting story of the science in such simple form as 
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shall attract the attention of the reader, to give him to understand what a 
worthy theme awaits his future study in'case he shall so elect. In such presenta- 
tion there is necessarily nothing that is new, essentially there is no place for 
the controversial topics. Even should the reader go no further than this plain 
presentation of the objects of study in the life of early societies, we can see how 
such a primer would make for the betterment of general knowledge. 

William Churchill. 

ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY 

The American Transportation Question. By Samuel O. Dunn, xi and 
290 pp. Index. D. Appleton & Co., New York, 1912. $1.50. 7% x 5. 

This collection of articles and lectures by Mr. Dunn is a timely contribution 
on the economics of railroad operation in the United States. The author cor- 
rectly assumes the cost and the value of the carrier's service to be fundamental 
principles of ratemaking. These factors are not considered from the standpoint 
of abstract theory but as deductions of concrete investigations of railroad man- 
agement in the United States. 

The statistics given in two chapters on efficiency are instructive. The lower 
rate of the cost of construction per mile of railroads in the United States as 
compared with European railroads, as well as the lower capitalization per 
mile of track in this country, reveal the relatively advanced stage of railroad 
management in the United States. With regard to the relation of efficiency to 
economy or to public service the data used have been culled from all over the 
world. Mr. Dunn deserves credit for assembling these figures, which speak 
well again in favor of American roads. 

As regards the dissimilarity of conditions in the old and new world, the 
author seems not to concede enough importance to the fact that, while European 
roads are generally planned to meet the requirements of transportation, Ameri- 
can roads are often, on the other hand, built to create traffic. The significance 
of the resulting geographic problems is plain to all who have travelled in our 
West, where the laying of tracks has contributed in more than one instance to 
the peopling of barren expanses. 

Some interesting facts in economic geography may be gleaned from the 
chapter on railroads and inland waterways. The impression conveyed is that 
of a decided bias in favor of the latter. True, it is shown that arguments 
based on the economic development of waterways in Europe cannot be made to 
apply conclusively to conditions in the United States, where railroad transporta- 
tion rates are almost as low as the usual European canal or river rates. At the 
same time, the importance of inland waterways in the transportation of non- 
perishable commodities that do not require rapid moving has not been brought 
out with sufficient force to demonstrate how a preventative against excessive 
railroad rates can be thereby assured. Here the need of regulation becomes 
apparent at once. The last two chapters are devoted to a study of Government 
regulation, the subject being treated both as applying to American conditions 
and from the standpoint of the general principles by which it is affected. The 
author lucidly presents the main facts involved in this complex problem. His 
views on the personnel of State railroad Commissions are sound. Neither the 
cowboy who has "killed his man" nor the brakeman who has lost both legs in 
a railroad accident are persons to whom the solving of regulation problems can 
be satisfactorily entrusted. Leon Dominian. 

EDUCATIONAL GEOGRAPHY 

Der wetterkundliche Unterricht : Ein systematischer Lehrgang. Von Dr. 
Franz Linke in Gemeinschaft mit Jacob Clossner. 2. und 3. durchgesehene 
Auflage. viii and 177 pp. Ills. Franz Auflahrt, Frankfurt am Main, 1912. 
Mk. 3.50. 9 x sH- 

Since the publication, in 1909, of Ward's "Practical Exercises in Elementary 
Meteorology," we have had no book devoted entirely to the subject of the 
meteorological work which may be undertaken during the school years. With 



